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ANECDOTES 


RICHARD BROTHERS. 


yr AE Prophecies, (ſays a gentleman who 
has favoured the world with the addi- 


tion of his Teſtimony to ſome that were in 
circulation, of the authenticity of thoſe 'of 
Richard Brothers) are neither more nor leſs 
than true and genuine ænigmas, in which 
the meaning is ſo nicely inveloped by ambi- 
guity of ſenſe and of expreſſion, that until 
we be furniſhed by the inventor himſelf with 
the proper clue to unravel them, they are 
calculated to appear as a tiſſue of the moſt 

incongruent abſurdities.“ 
Such is the opinion of a writer who has 
ſuffered his reſpectable name to give cele- 
— brity 


3 


brity to the dreams of a madman; for in 
that light, every perſon who has been ac- 
quainted with him has long conſidered Mr. 
Brothers; and as it ſeems next to impoſſi- 
ble for a man of the abilities of the author of 
the Teſtimony to behold him in any other, 
ſo I ſhould think it equally impoſſible for any 


one that is not as inſane as himſelf, to adopt 
as truth the ridiculous flights of his enthu- 


ſiaſm. I am led to believe the pamphlet in 


queſtion to be a political one; that the author 


intends by it to convey ſentiments, which| 
the members of the Houſe of Commons have! 
to lament that he had no opportunity of ex- 


hibiting to them, and that he has choſen poor 


Brothers as the medium, from its ſingularity, 


the mot likely to attract the attention of the 
public. | 

From the time of the oracles of Greece, 
whoſe characteriſtics were ambiguity, obſcurity, 
and convertibility, public credulity has been 
ever conſidered by artful men as an excellent 
political engine. In the Grecian hiſtory we 
have more than once ſeen that the Delphian 
prieſteſs ſuffered herſelf to be corrupted with 


preſents 
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reſents. It would lead me too far from the 

deſign of theſe few pages, to ſhew of how 
much conſequence the politicians of thoſe days 
thought the influence of ſo powerful an en- 
gine ; ; but it may be neceſſary to obſerve, that 
it was generally called to the aid of the party 
who wiſhed, either from motives of in- 
tereſt or ambition to chan ge the * of 90. 
Vernment. 

We know that the ſtrongeſt hold which 
has been taken of the human mind has been 
that of credulity. To that, we know, was 
owing the influence of the oracles ; an in- 
fluence ſo powerful as to reſiſt conviction, 
notwithſtanding their frauds and impoſtures 
were ſo frequently diſcovered. | 
Me have read, that under the influence of 
credulity, fathers and mothers, amongſt the 
Carthaginians, have given up their children, 
depopulated their cities, and deſtroyed the 
moſt florid of their youth, in obedience to the 
bloody dictates of thoſe inſtruments. 

| Aﬀeer the oracles had ceaſed upon the pro- 
mulgation of Chriſtianity, artful and defign- 
ing men, well acquainted with the' credit 
: which 
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which the great Prophets, ſuch as Samuel, 


David, Daniel, Nathan, &c. who were cho- | 


fen perſons inſpired by God to inſtruct the 
Jews, had obtained, appeared in divers parts 


of the world, in the different ſhapes of | 


preachers or predictors, whoſe deſigns were 
either to counteract the progreſs, of Chriſ- 


tianity, change the form of government, or ex- 


tort money from the public. The ſucceſs 
with which their machinations was attended 
through the darꝶ ages, during the cruſades, 
and down to the preſent period is too obvious 
to need recapitulation. In all times of pub- 
lic diſtreſs, a Prophet has ariſen, and the 
Scripture Prophecies have been perverted, 
and converted to party purpoſes, either to 
ſerve the intereſted views of individuals, to 
give energy to armies, in defence of their 
country, or ſtimulate the people to wreck 
their vengeance upon particular ſtates. 


Whether the ſhining croſs, which is ſaid 


to have appeared to the army of Conſtantine, 
with the Greek inſcription around it ſignifying 
Conquer in this fign, was real or an illuſion it 
js not very material to enquire, as it is only 


mentioned 


mig JI We... HW 


5 


mentioned to ſhew the effect it had upon the 


ſoldiers, which was that of inſpiring them 
with a confidence of ſucceſs, that rendered 
them invulnerable. The apparition in the 


wood of Mans that croſſed Charles the VIth 
of France, on his way; and uttered theſe 
words---/top, king, you are betrayed ! has been 
judged a contrivance to drive from his throne 


Ja monarch whom, perhaps ſome perſons 


thought, had reigned too long. 


The ſupernatural miſſion of the Maid of 


Orleans, as it was at that time believed, was 
J a political engine of the greateſt uſe to the 


French, as it inſpired the army of the 
Dauphin, while it weakened that of the 
Engliſh, and powerfully operated with other 
cauſes to make the latter relinquiſh all their | 
conqueſts in France. 

In our country the ſame means have been 
frequently uſed, and thoſe who wiſhed to 
diſturb, or impede government, or dethrone 
the monarch; have, from the time of Peter 


of Pomfret, whoſe fate I hope no modern 
Prophet 


(.8,) 


Prophet will meet, whenever they have 

found a perſon, in whoſe compoſition inſa- 

nity. and enthuſiaſm combined to make ſh 

him a proper object---drawn him forth, and, Iſi 

through his medium, promulgated their fy 

opinions, in which they were ſure to be It! 

joined by a large portion of the diſaffected Ft! 

and credulous, which every nation pro- IBE 

duces. a 

But of all the times in which hypocriſy 

triumphed, in which the paſſions of the peo- 

ple were perverted to the worſt of purpoſes, 

none that this country has preſented to our fe 
| view, in the hiſtoric page, can equal thoſe 
1 that were a little antecedent, and that imme- 

diately ſucceeded the Murder of Charles the p 

Firſt. | When the reign of fanaticiſm com- If 

menced, every week produced a new religion, & 

every day a new prophet. _ fc 

It will be ſcarcely neceſſary to mention I tc 

more than the names of theſe enthuſiaſts, as I tl 

their actions, and the conſequences of thoſe I t. 

actions, are well known. The fifth monar- Ju 

chy men, who imagined the time of the t] 

Millennium, Ih 
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Millennium, or the reign of Jesus CHRIST 
pon earth, was come, and who afterwards, 
nder the conduct of Venner,* made an in- 
ſurrection, in which ſome lives were loſt, 
were the moſt conſpicuous, as they continued 
their extravagancies, and ſuftered for them in 
the reign of Charles the Second, 1660--1 : 
But to return to the protectorate, under whoſe 
auſpices aroſe Praiſe God Barebone, a leather- 
eller, who, like our modern Prophet, while 
he was an inſtrument in the hands of an art- 
ful man, was followed by a large party, and 
even formed what was called 5 parlia- 
ment. 

To him ſucceeded a hoſt of men, who 
pretended to ſuperior ſanctity and divine in- 
ſpiration, ſuch as Bidle, Cops, Fry, Erburgh, 
Saltmarſh, &c. at whoſe head was to be 
found James Naylor, who, from his likeneſs 
to the pictures of our Saviour, was led by en- 
thuſiaſm, which, at length aroſe to madneſs, 
to perſonate him, riding into Briſtol in tri- 
umph, his Diſciples ſtrewing his way with 
the branches and leaves of trees, &c. affecting 
his Divinity, asg that he could raiſe the dead, heal 
the fick, and Jef forty days. 

B Such 
Who had been Oliver Cromwell's porter. 
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Such were the effects of enthuſiaſm in the laſt 


century. In the preſent, ſeveral attempts have 
been made upon the credulity of the people, 
firſt in 1705,* © When a company of French 
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Prophets came over, and miſerably infect- 
ed many crack-brained and frantic perſons 
in London, who fancied they had revela- 


tions of things to come. They had nu- F 


merous meetings about the ſkirts of the 
city; nor did they ſpare even facred 
things: there you might ſee the Prophet 
laying down, as if expiring, or elſe, like 
one out of his mind, he 1s mute, ſweats, 
trembles, at length begins to rave, foam- 
ing at the mouth---ſometimes he opens it 
wide, repeating the names of Aſſyrian and 
Egyptian kings. About this time women 
began to prophecy. Some of them pre- 
tended that they could raiſe the dead, and 
appointed a time for reſtoring Dr. Wells 
to life :---vaſt numbers of people crowded 
to the place, where they waited for the 
expected miracle, till their credulity be- 
came a jeſt.” | Theſe Prophets, after pro- 


ceeding to Scotland, where they found the 


northern air too ſharp for them, tranſported 
themſelves 


* Cunningham's Hiſtory of Great Britain. 
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themſelves into Holland, where the magi- 
ſtrates immediately committed them to pri- 
ſon as rogues and vagabonds. 

The next attack upon the credulity of 
the public in this century, was the affair of 
the Rabbit Woman; to her ſucceeded the 
Life Guard Man, who was, for the time he 
reigned, a Prophet of conſiderable eminence, 
and though made uſe of rather as an inſtru- 

ent of mirth than politics, the unequivocal 
proof which the people gave of their belief 
pf his aſſertions, and their dread of his de- 

unciations, which cauſed them to collect 
heir valuables, abandon their homes, and 
ith their children retire to the fields, there 
o paſs the night in which his dreadful pre- 
lictions were to be accompliſhed, are ſuffi- 
ent to ſhew the effects, which any perſon, 
ho was inclined to eſtabliſh or overturn 

y ſyſtem might produce, by raiſing ſuch an 

bullition in the public mind. 

Although the Cock-lane Ghoſt was con- 

red up as an inſtrument of private malice, 

e number of perſons, of all ages, pro- 

ſons, and ſituations in life, that believed, 
affected to believe, the predictions of 
B 2 Fanny, 


(28. 


Fanny, interpreted as they were from he 
knocking and ſcratching, 1s another inſtance 
that may be added to the many I have ad 
duced, to ſhew that a Prophet ſeldom appears 
or a Ghoſt is ſeldom called from the grave 
but for ſome political vindictive or finiſte 
purpoſes. 


Whether Mr. Brothers is, unhappily, in 
tended to be made an inſtrument to effec 
any of theſe, it is impoſſible to ſay ; but 
can aſſert with confidence, that, from my o 
knowledge, he has been for ſome years ſu 
fering under a mental derangement, as a proc 
of which I ſhall intrude upon the patience « 
my readers the few pages of the followin 
narrative. | 


Being, in the courſe of the year 1791, 
the almoſt conſtant habit of attending t 
workhouſe board of the united pariſhes ( 
Saint Margaret and St. John the Evangelil 
Weſtminſter, as a Governor of the Poor, t. 
following circumſtance occured, which, 
thought ſo intereſting, that I wrote it do 
immediately, and ſhall give it as near to tl 

manuſcri 
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manuſcript as poſſible, avoiding only ſome 
repetition, which aroſe from communicating 


with and addrefling different perſons — 
the ſame ſubject. 


Workhouſe Board, 
Thurſday, Aug. 23, 1791. 


Application having been made by a Mrs. 
Green, of Dartmouth-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 
reſpecting a gentleman, who, ſhe ſaid, had 
lodged in her houſe three years, and whom 
ſhe deſcribed as a Lieutenant in the Navy, 
upon half pay, and of whoſe honeſty, good 
temper, and moral conduct, ſhe ſpoke in the 
moſt advantageous terms: but that from 
ſome ſcruples, which appeared to her to be 
owing to mental derangement, he had refuſed 
to apply to the agents, and take the oath re- 
| quired, in order to receive his pay. She 
turther repreſented, that the arrears now due 
to him amounted to upwards of one hundred 
and thirty pounds ; that he had ſuffered a 
large debt to accumulate, and as ſhe, how- 
ever willing, was, from poverty, unable to 
ſupport him any longer, ſhe deſired to be 
informed what ſteps ſhe muſt take in the 
affair. The Workhouſe Board conſidering 
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what ſhe repreſented as a great hardſhip upon 
one party, and a great misfortune to the 
other, determined to receive him in the light 
of a caſual pauper, and ordered him to be 
brought to the houſe. 


Thurſaay, Sept. 1. 


The perſon who lodged at Mrs. Green's 
having, in the courſe of the week, been 
brought into the houſe, was requeſted to 
attend the Board, in order to undergo the 
cuſtomary examination. I muſt confeſs his 
appearance prejudiced me greatly in his fa- 
vour. He ſeemed about thirty years of age, 
tall and well formed, and in his addreſs and 
manner much mildneſs and gentility. 

He came into the room with his hat on, 
and ſaid, that he hoped we would excuſe 
him from taking it off, as he conſidered that 
kind of reſpect ſcarcely due to any mortal, 
and that it ought only to be paid to the Al- 
mighty. 

When the neceſſary queſtions reſpecting 
his ſettlement were put to him, either the 
matter or the manner ſeemed to give him 


offence; however, upon being deſired to take 
| a chair, 


1 


a chair, his ſerenity returned; he took off 
his hat, and ſaid, he knew when he was 
treated with that reſpect his character de- 
manded. He was then aſked the following 
queſtions, to which he returned the anſwers 
annexed to them. 

9. Pray, fir, do you know the reaſon of 
your being brought to this houſe ? 
A. Indeed, I do not! All that I know 
of the matter is, that I was brought in 
* a very rough manner; but as external ob- 

« jects affe& me but little, I acquieſce. 

9. © I think, fir, you are in his Majeſty's 
« ſervice ? enim wn 
A. © You are miſtaken. I reſigned two 
years ſince. I am in the ſervice of a Prince, 
* the greateſt and moſt potent---a Prince, in 
whoſe ſervice my wages will be certain; 
but his kingdom is not of this world. 

9. What, fir, was your reaſon for reſign- 
ing your commiſſion ? 
A. © Diſguſt! I conceived the military 
life to be totally repugnant to the duties of 
Chriſtianity ; and that I could not conſci- 
encioufly receive the wages of Plunder, 
* Bhoodſhed, and Murder ] 


LY 


A 


c 


9. How 


1 


9. How did you imagine you could live 
* without your pay, and that pay, which, 
from your character and appearance, we 
ſhould ſuppoſe, was earned with honour to 
* yourſelf, and advantage to your country? 

A. Therefore I reject it! I obſerved 
before, it was impoſſible for a military man 
to take his pay with a ſafe conſcience! As 
* to my future ſupport, I truſt the maſter 
* whom I ſerve will not ſuffer me to want. 
© I ſhall, in a few days, receive a ſum more 
than ſufficient to pay this poor woman's 
debt ten times over. 

9. Pray, ſir, have you ever been a 
houſe-keeper ? | 


A. © I cannot abſolutely ſay I have not: 


I once agreed for a houſe, and was two 
months in poſſeſſion; but as a very melan- 
choly idea comes acroſs my mind when J 
think of that period, I hope you will not 
« preſs me further upon the ſubject. 

9. <« Certainly we ſhall not. We under- 
« ſtand, fir, that you was born in America? 

A. © I was, in the town of Placentia, in 
Newfoundland: I have not a friend or re- 


lation in this part of the world. 
9. Where 
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9. © Where did you lodge before you came 
to Weſtminſter ? 
A. In Bridewell Precinct. 
9. © You will excuſe us, fir, we mean it 
not as an impertinent, but a neceſſary queſ- 
tion: What rent did you pay weekly ? 
A. © I am above that falſe pride which 
ſhrinks from enquiry ; I will anſwer any 
queſtion you pleaſe to put to me: I have 
always endeavoured to live within the 
| bounds of my income, narrow as they 
; | were; but you may ſuppoſe, that, out of 
nominally three ſhillings, but really two 
and ten-pence per day, I could not afford 
very ſuperb lodgings : in fact, I paid half 


a crown a week for my room,” 


We are, fir, obliged to you for your com- 


I Hunication, and ſhall not trouble you further 
at preſent. 


As this gentleman was reported to be in- 
ſane, it ſtruck me at the time, that it ſeemed 
a very methodical kind of madneſs ; and, in- 
veed, it had the fame effect upon the gentle- 
men at the Board. I muſt obſerve that, by 
the favour of the officers, he was ſuffered to 
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have a ſmall room to himſelf, which he fur- 
niſhed with his ſea cot, portmanteau, earthen 
ware, &c. and what gave me great plea- 
ſure, he arranged his domeſtic matters with 
a neatneſs and proprete, which it would have 
been well if the poor around him had imi- 
tated. 

As I faw him frequently at that time, it 
was impoſſible that marks of derangement 
could eſcape my notice ; for, notwithitanding a 
promptneſs of reply, and an apparent ſhrewd- 
neſs and ſagacity, there was a ſtring, which, 
if touched upon, produced diſcord of mind : 
this was no other than ſubjects of religion 
and controverſy, upon which his ideas wan- 
dercd into all the vagaries of wildneſs and 
enthuſiaſm. 

. Theſe obſervations were corroborated by 
a ſubſequent examination of his landlady, 


Mrs. Green, who faid, that during the laſt - 


eight months, that Mr, Brothers had lodged 
in her houſe, he had been guilty of many 
extravagancies in his behaviour; ſuch as burn- 
ing many valuable books, breaking his ſword, 


&c. 
That 


1d 
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That he uſed frequently to inform her, 
hat a lady was coming to viſit him, and de- 
ired her to have her tea equipage in readi- 
eſs; he has then dreſſed himſelf, and after 
hat carried up water and ſcoured the garret. 

As this operation had deranged his cloaths, 
e has dreſſed again, and watched with the 
aſement open till it was dark. When aſked 
dy his landlady if he expected that the lady 

ould fly in at the window ? he anſwered, that 
heſe were myſterics above her comprehen- 
ion. Soon after this he was employed ſome 
ime in writing, and made up a packet of 
etters ; he then went out, to the ſurprize of 
Mrs. Green, as he had not been in the ſtreet 
for many months before. 

It appeared that he threw the letters into 
a coach, in which there was a lady of faſhion. 
ler brother, a Colonel in the Guards, called 
in Dartmouth-ſtreet, to enquire after the 
author, who was abſent eight days ; and when 
1e returned, was fo ſcratched, bruiſed, and 

emaciated, as greatly to excite the compaſſion 
of his landlady. 

As the foregoing teſtimony of Mrs. G. 
ſeemed to convey a pretty ſtrong idea of in- 
C2 ſanity, 
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ſanity, with reſpect to the object of it; t 
gentlemen at the board were of opinion th: 
application ſhould be made, either to the Ad 
miralty or to ſome individual acquainted wit 
the mode of proceeding, in ſimilar caſes. 
taſk which I chearfully undertook, and up 
mentioning the ſituation of the Lieutenant t 

a gentleman of great reſpectability and bene 
volence, he did me the favour to write to th 
Navy Office; where I learned that M 
Brothers was well known, he having fre 
quently ſent letters to the commiſſioners, & 
From the gentleman to whom I made ap 
plication at that place, I was informed that th 
account the Lieutenant gave of himſelf w: 
correct, except in one inſtance. He had bee 
an officer on board the St. Albans, a 64 gui 
ſhip ; that he was paid off in the year 1783 
ſince which time he has been upon half pay 
but that he was miſtaken as to his reſignation 
as, whatever his idea of the matter might be 
his name {till continued on the books, anc 
by them it appeared, he had two years pay 
nearly due. When I had mentioned the un 
fortunate ſituation of his mind, which had 
taken a turn, that made it a point of conſci 
ence 


. 


ence with him to preclude himſelf from the 
poſſeſſion of money, that was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to render his exiſtence comfortable 
I aſked the gentleman's advice as to the me- 
thod of proceeding. He ſaid that the Lords 
of the Admiralty upon a proper application 
to them would diſpenſe with the Affidavit, 
and ſuffer his pay to be received in truſt for 
him, his agents were of the ſame opinion, in 
conſequence of which, the board deſired the 
favour of the medical gentlemen who attend 
the Workhouſe to examine him. 

One of theſe gentlemen having had fre- 
quent opportunities of ſeeing Mr. Brothers, 
had no doubt of his inſanity, of which indeed 
in his converſation he gave very frequent 
proofs. The other who had never ſeen him 
before, entered into a long and pointed ex- 
amination, and from the anſwers he gave to 
ſome intereſting queſtions in which he 
ſeemed to be guarded by the utmoſt ſhrewd- 
neſs and caution, was induced to think that 
he was not at that time inſane, for although 
his mind had apparently received a deep im- 
preſſion, and was ſtrongly biaſſed toward a 


particular object, ſuch a religious propen- 


ſity. 
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ſity, even if ſincere, could not with ſtrict 
propriety be termed inſanity, and it might 
by a man of his ſhrewdneſs, upon other ſub- 
jects, be caſily affected. 

I muſt confeſs the force of theſe obſerva- 
tions ſtruck me, but at the ſame time I con- 
ſidered that if Mr. B. was acting the part of 
Edgar, it was next to impoſſible he could 
have continued the deception for ſuch a 
length of time, as had been intimated. I 
therefore determined to enquire into his con- 
duct, previous to his coming to Weſtminſter. 
I found he had, by the people at whoſe 
houſes he had lodged, been conſidered as a 
little deranged in his mind particularly his 
laſt landlord in Bridewell Precinct who in- 
formed me that he ſpent moſt of his time 
in reading books of controverſy, and which 
I conclude has had the fame effect upon his 
brain that romances and books of chivalry 1s 
feigned to have had upon that of Don 
Quixote. 

In conſequence of the information we had 
obtained, and the obſervations that had been 
made by thoſe that were moſt in the habits 
of ſeeing Mr. B. a Petition and memorial was 

preſented 
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preſented to the Lords, Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty. 
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HuMBLyY SHEWING, 

« That Mrs. Green, of Dartmouth-ſtreet, 
applied a ſhort time ſince to the Work- 
houſe Board to take their directions 
reſpecting a lodger of hers, a Mr, 
Brothers, who it appeared by the account 
ſhe gave at that time, and by a ſubſequent 
examination, had lived in her houle three 
years, was a Lieutenant in the Navy upon 
the half pay liſt, and of whoſe general 
conduct ſhe ſpoke in the molt advantage- 
ous terms, but that from ſome opinions, 
which it was ſuppoſed he had imbibed, 
from much reading and a total ſecluſion 
from company, his mind has been, and 
ſeems to be deranged as he has in parti- 
cular maniſeſted within the laſt eight 
months by many extravagancies, ſuch as 
burning his books, breaking his ſword, 
and various other acts which ſeem ſtrongly 
tinctured with inſanity. 

« Mrs. G. further repreſented that he 
owed her about thirty three pounds, and 
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that being a poor woman, it was impoſſi- 
ble to keep him any longer, he being 
totally deſtitute of money, and that al- 
though ſhe found upon enquiry a conſi- 
derable ſum was due to him from the 
Navy Pay Office, he poſitively refuſes to 
receive it, or do thoſe acts which might 
legally authorize any other perſon to receive 
it for him. 

« 'That the Workhouſe Board touched with 
compaſſion for ſo uncommon a cafe of 
double diſtreſs, received this unfortunate 
Officer into their houſe, although he had 
gained no ſettlement either in theſe pa- 
riſhes, nor, as they believe, in any other 
in England. He being born at Placentia, 
in Newfoundland, and having no friend or 
relation in this country. That under theſe 
circumſtances, they cannot, conſiſtent with 
their truſt, continue to maintain him much 
longer at the public expence, and ſee no 
means by which this unfortunate gentle- 
man can be relieved from perdition, unleſs 


your Lordſhips will be pleaſed in your 


wiſdom and humanity to diſpenſe with the 
forms under which Officers in his fitua- 


© tion 
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tion are entitled to receive their half-pay, 
and to direct that the money that is, or 
ſhall become due, be paid into the hands 
of ſuch perſons as your Lordſhips ſhall 
* pleaſe to appoint, ſecurity being duly 
* given to apply it to the maintainance and 
* ſupport of this unhappy gentleman for fo 
* long as he ſhall continue in his preſent 
* ſtate of intellectual infirmity.“ 


* 


A 


„And your Petitioners, &c.“ 


In conſequence of the preceding petition, 
a gentleman at the Admiralty ſignified their 


ordſhips' acquieſcence in a letter to the 
board, of which the following is the ſub- 


LLANCEC : 


«© GENTLEMEN, 


« Having laid before the Lords, Commiſ- 
« fioners of the Admiralty, your memorial, 
« ſetting forth that in conſideration of the 
« unfortunate ſtate of mind of Lieut. Bro- 
« thers, of the Royal Navy, and his being deſti- 
% tute of money and friends, the Work- 
% houſe Board of the pariſhes of St. Marga- 


© ret and St. John had received him into 
D their 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(-. 9--3 


their houſe, and requeſting that his half 

pay may be paid for his benefit and ſupÞP! 
port, during his preſent ſtate of intellecF* 
tual infirmity, I have their lordſhips' com- Ne 


« mind of My. Brothers from his agents 


* mands to acquaint you, that upon a fimilai 
« repreſentation of the deranged ſtate © 


* they have pleaſed to order that the Lieu | 
« tenant's affidavit be diſpenſed with, and the: 
* half-pay that ſhall appear to be due to him 
« paid to ſuch perſon as ſhall be authorized 


© to receive it.“ 


* 


« Jam, &c. 


Here the difficulties that had hitherto im 
peded the ſettlement of Mr. B. ſeemed to 
have vaniſhed, his agents received the pay, 
paid all the debts he had contracted, and fre- 
quently conſulted with the pariſh officers and 
myſelf about taking him from the houle, an 
placing him in a ſituation more adapted to his 
former habits of life ; but although his friends 
thought all difficulties had been overcome, 
that by no means appeared to be the caſe, as 
the perſon for whom we had intereſted our- 
ſelves refuſed to take advantage of our good 


1 


ffices, and either to quit the Work-houſe, or 
Juffer the agent to apply any part of the money 
Fo his uſe, notwithſtanding he wanted many 


neceſlaries. 
I have obſerved before, that by the huma- 


nity of the pariſh-officers, whoſe conduct to 
him does them great honour, he had many 
indulgencies and conveniencies not allowed 
in places of that deſcription. He ſpent much 
Jof his time in writing, and as he continued 
during the winter and part of the ſpring in 


the work-houſe, he was invited to make uſe of 


the parlour, an indulgence I believe he never 
once availed himſelf of but remained in the 
SZ ſmall room I have mentioned, in a very 
T ſevere ſeaſon, until he was accomodated with 
a better, which became empty, and in which 
he could have a fire. Here it will be neceſſary 
to remark that the board never demanded or 


received any remuneration, 
The frequent converſations which I have 


had with him during the period above al- 
luded to: ſcemed on his part, to be ſtrongly 
marked with ſhrewdneſs and propriety when 


the ſubjects were general; and enthuſiaſtic 
lightneſs, when religion © the maſter ſtring” 


was touched upon. 
D 2 One 
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One remark I could not help making, as 
the cauſe that gave riſe to it occurred almoſt? 
daily during the time I knew him. He was 
ever in expectation; ſometimes of a lady, who j 
was to deſcend from the clouds, ſometimes of 
immenſe ſums of money, which were, pro- 
bably, to be ſhowered upon him---ſometimes! 
of a period like that foretold by the Prophet? 
Tjaiah, when turbulence and war ſhould ceaſe, 
and peace, love, and happineſs, be extended to | 
all mankind, 

Although the Utopian ſchemes he bed 
and his viſionary expectations were aways 
diſappointed, his reaſons why they were ſo, | 
and ærial refources for a future period, were 
ever ready to diſperſe the clouds, and point 
to ſuperior advantages, which a ſhort delay was 4 
to produce. When one ſcheme of reforma- \ 
tion was found impracticable--the materials of 


4 
one fabric unſubſtantial---or, when one viſi- 


onary being had totally receded from his view, 1 
his fertile imagination could directly fupply 

its place with another, which appeared, va- 
niſned, and was ſucceeded by another, for | 


ſuch his creative fancy had always the power 
to command. 
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In this way ſeveral months were paſſed 
by Mr. B. who ſeemed perfectly happy in 
his ſituation, never intimating the leatt with 
to ſtir from the houſe, nor even to indulge 
himſelf with a walk in a large garden belong- 
ing to it, which had been allowed, and even 
recommended to him. The latter end of 
February 1792, he appeared to have changed 
his opinion with reſpect to leg luſion, and ex- 
preſſed a deſire to go out, which he was fuf- 
fered to do ſeveral times. He then altered 
his mind in another reſpect, and informed his 
agents that he would ſettle with them, re- 
ceive his money, and leave the Work-houſe. 
As no one had the power, or wiſh to de- 
tain him, he was told he was at hberty to do 
ſo whenever he pleated. The agent called upon 
me, and deſired me to witneis the pay ment of 
the balance due to him, which was received by 
Mr. B. who immediately cancelled chat gen- 
tleman's letter of attorney, and in a few days, 
after providing hunlſelf with tume nece./aries, 
removed to a lodging, I believe, in Compton- 
ſtreet, where, I underſtood from information 
not to be diſputed, he tuck it into his head 
that he had the power to reſtore the blind to 


fight! 
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fight! Tt is not to be wondered, that the in- 


timation of ſuch a faculty ſhould draw a con- 


ſiderable number of people, of this deſerip- 


tion, to his levee, more eſpecially as they 


1 
1 


found, that when he touched their eyes with 
his fingers, he always touched their palms 
with a ſmall gratuity. 

The reader will probably gueſs what ſuc- 


ceſs his endeavours to“ clear the viſual ray” 


were attended with; if he does not, it is 
impoſſible for me to inform him, as ſome 
months had elapſed, in which I neither ſaw 
nor heard of Mr. B.; when one day, on 
which it rained inceſſantly, I was ſurpriſed 
by a viſit from him. He entered the room 
in a dreſs, of which the greater part was 


linen, completely ſoaked through; and by 


no arguments could be perſuaded either to 
change it, or to dry himſelf. He ſaid, “he 
came to thank me, in the firſt inſtance, for 
my interference in his affairs, and, in the 
next, to inquire if John Pitt had called upon 

me?” TI anſwered that, to the beſt of my 


| recollection, I had not the honour to be ac- 


quainted with any perſon of the name of 
John Pitt. No!“ he replied, © then you 


will 
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will ſoon ! You have heard of William Pitt?“ 
« If you mean the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer; who has not?” „ Well, then,” he 
continued, *you will ſoon have a viſit from 
his brother.” Oh then you mean the Ear! 
of Chatham.” * Certainly I do!” he re- 
plied; “ but as I conſider titles as the bau- 
bles of vanity, I ſeldom make uſe of them--- 
the Earl of Chatham, as you call him, will 
ſoon viſit you : I have wrote him a letter of 


fixteen folis pages, in which you are men- 


tioned.” 

Whether the Earl of Chatham ever receiv- 
ed the /ixteen folio pages, it is impoſſible for 
me to ſay; nor have I ſince that time ſeen 


| the author of them, although, as he has aſſum- 


ed what may be called a public character, 1 
believe there are few but what have heard 
of him. To do away an opinion, which many 
have formed, that Mr. Brothers is an artful, 
deſigning impoſter, is one of my motives for 
writing theſe pages. I believe him, 7 /e/t 
to follow the dictates of his own heart, to be a 
man of honour, integrity, and principle. 1 
have alſo obſerved, that, to a naturally ſtrong, 
but uufortunately perverted underſtanding, 

is 
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is in him joined ſome knowledge of books; 
but attended with a total ignorance of the 
world: gentle, mild, and unaſſuming, though 
ſeemingly poſſeſſed of great ſenſibility; and, 
although his mind is ſtrongly biaſſed toward 
a particular object, he can ſcarcely be ſaid to 
be dogmatical, even in the height of his 
enthuſiaſm. 

Such is the opinion I have formed of Rich- 
ard Brothers: and there is ſcarcely a doubt, 
from the inoffenſiveneſs of his character, and 
goodneſs of his heart, for even his ſchemes, 


however wild, had benevolence for their mo- 


tive, that when he had amuſed himſelf with 


writing to particular perſons, endeavouring to 
promote univerſal peace, healing the ſick, 
reſtoring the blind, or becoming the theme 
and oracle of a diſputing ſociety ; but he 
would have ſunk into oblivion, had he not 
been made of an importance he never dream- 
ed of, by having his wild vagaries adopted by 
an honourable gentleman, whoſe authority is of 
too much conſequence to be overlooked, and 
whoſe writings might give celebrity to a cha- 
racter much inferior to that of the Lieutenant. 


Iam 
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I am willing to think, that the gentleman 
alluded to is ſincere; I am willing to 
believe, that he is convinced of the truth of 
he Divine Miſſion of the Prophet he patro- 
izes. As I underſtand he has lived much 
in the Eaſt, and is deeply {killed in Oriental 
Learning, I have Charity enough to ſuppoſe 
hat he has adopted the opinion that prevails 
in Alia; and that he is ready to reverence that 
man as a Being of ſuperior intuition and 
intelligence, whom people that have no other 
guide than plain common ſenſe, might think 

mad. | 
But although I acquit the author of the 
Teſtimony of any deſigns in that work, but 
ſuch as the moſt rigid moraliſt might juſtify, 
and the moſt ardent lover of the conſtitution 
approve, I would aſk him a few queſtions : 
Is he certain that this may be the general opi- 
nion? Has he conſidered what conſequences 
might enſue, from ſetting the paſſions of the 
people, the tide of which is already pretty 
high, afloat? Has he revolved in his mind 
the evils that have ariſen, in another country, 
from infidelity, and recollected that ſome 
nearly ſimilar have, in our own, been owing 
2 | to 


ing men, be made an inſtrument like thoſ 
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ſuperior to thoſe of party or politics. If 


building, which is not only an ornament, but a 
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to enthufiaſm ? Does he not ſee that Richar 
Brothers, though innocent in himſelf, might 
in the hands of crafty, ambitious, and deſign 


which have heretofore been uſed with ſucceſs 
for diſturbing the peace of ſociety ? 

If Mr. H. knows all this, and I ſhoul 
be inſane if I could: doubt it---how cat 
a gentleman, whom Providence has place 
in the ſituation of a legiſlator, of A guide tt 
mankind, anſwer to God, his conſcience or hi 
country, ſhould he, by others, be accuſed 
endeavouring to pervert thoſe underſtanding 
he was born to illuminate? There is, 0 


ought to be, in every boſom, an attachmen 
man ſhould ſtrive to demoliſh a beautif 


advantage to the country, becauie he diflike 
the conſtruction of ſome particular offices, | 
would argue a weak head, or, what is worſe 
a depraved heart. 
When, in the firſt pages of this work 
I gave ſome inſtances of the general effe& 
of credulity, and ſome particular examples 0 
enthuſiaſm, I might have added to ther 
thok 


„ 
thoſe that occurred at Munſter in 15333 
when Jobn Buckhold ran through the ſtreets, 
crying, Repent and be baptiſed, or the wrath 
of God will fall on you; which words were 
the ſignal of a riot that almoſt deſtroyed the 
city: the enormities of Matthias, Kniperdol- 
ing, and Tuyſentſchryver, who counterferted 
a revelation, that Bucthold was to be ex- 


alted to the Royal Dignity---!/9 the eternal 
Throne of his Father David, whoſe magni- 


ficence he affeted---was inveſted with the 


regalia, and aſſumed the title of, The King 
of TFuſtice, the King of the New Teruſalem. 
I might alſo have quoted the effects which 
the prediction of Elizabeth Barton, the holy 


maid of Kent,* the works of Hoger, Glanwille, 


and even thoſe of the Royal Demonologiſt, 
had upon the public mind ; but as the Oracles 
have long ſince ceaſed, as Prophets have but ſel- 
dom appeared, and informers againſt witches, 
ſorcerers, and inchanters, have been proſcrib- 
ed by act of t parliament, it would be attack- 
ing unreſiſting imbecility, were I to be more 


* She foretold that if Henry VIII. married Ann Bullen, 
he ſhould not be king a month longer. 
+ James the Firſt, 
t The gth of Geo. the Second, 


diſſuſe 
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diffuſe in my animadverſions upon them 1 
ſhall therefore conclude, by recommending 
to my countrymen the advice Mr. Brothers 
gives his numerous viſitors; namely, 


To ſearch the ere * 


If they pay a ſtrict attention to the con- 
teme of the Sacred Volume, and do not ſuf- 
fer their judgment to be warped, and their 
minds to be perverted, by the nefarious argu- 
ents of wicked men, they wall . there find f 
inſtructions, by which They will be led into 
the away ** truth, and taught to hold that 


rk in unity of ſpirit, which is the bend 9 5 
e and un Peg? 4 of J ** 


